
Exercises for Reading 9 KEY 
  

_____ Exercises, Part I • Peruse the entire chapter. Read the introductory section at 
the very beginning of the chapter. Read this section carefully and try to understand it 
as best you can. 
 
1. What are we discussing in this chapter? 
 The qualitative rules 
2. Describe each of the seven rules for the validity of syllogisms. [Review] 

1.There must be three and only three terms.   
2. The middle term must not occur in the conclusion   
3. If a term is distributed in the conclusion, then it must be distributed in the  
premises.   
4. The middle term must be distributed at least once.   
5. No conclusion can follow from two negative premises.  
6. If the two premises are affirmative, the conclusion must also be affirmative.   
7. If either premise is negative, the conclusion must be negative.  

 
3. How many of these rules does a syllogism have to comply with in order to be 
considered valid? [review] 
 All seven of them. 
4. Which three of these rules do we discuss in this chapter? 
 Rule V: No conclusion can follow from two negative premises. 
 Rule VI: If the two premises are affirmative, the conclusion must also be 
 affirmative. 
 Rule VII: If either premise is negative, the conclusion must be negative. 
 
5. Why are these rules called qualitative rules? 
 Because they have to do with the quality of the statements in a syllogism. 
6. With what does a statement's quality have to do? 

  It has to do with whether it is affirmative or negative. 
 
7. What are the three terms contained in a syllogism? [Review] 
 Major, minor, and middle 
 
8. Explain how to distinguish the major, minor and middle terms. [Review] 

 The major term is the predicate of the conclusion.  
   The minor term is the subject of the conclusion.  
   The middle term appears in both premises, but not in the conclusion.  
 



9. In a syllogism, which premise is the minor premise? [Review] 
 The minor premise is the premise that contains the minor term. In standard  
 form it is the second premise. 
 
10. In a syllogism, which premise is the major premise? [Review] 
 The major premise contains the major term. In standard form, it is the first  
 premise. 
 
11. Fill in the following diagram showing which terms are distributed and which 
undistributed in different kinds of categorical statements, by writing distributed or 
undistributed in the blanks: 
 

DIAGRAM OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF 
TERMS IN A, I, E, AND O STATEMENTS 

 
 Type of sentence   Subject-Term  Predicate-Term  Categorical Statements  
 A      Distributed    Undistributed         All S are P  
 I      Undistributed  Undistributed   Some S are P  
 E      Distributed  Distributed    No S are P  
 0      Undistributed  Distributed    Some S are not P  

 
_____ Exercises, Part 2. Read "Rule V: No Conclusion Can Follow from Two Negative 
Premises." 
 
12. What is Rule V? 
 No Conclusion Can Follow from Two Negative Premises. 
 
13. What does this rule prevent us from trying to do? 

  This rule prevents us from trying to say more in the conclusion that is contained 
  in the premises. When we have two negative premises, we cannot establish a 
  connection between the major and minor term. 

 
14. Syllogisms that violate Rule V are said to commit what fallacy? 
 Fallacy of Exclusive Premises 
 
15. Indicate which Rule is violated in the following syllogisms. Indicate minor, major and 
middle terms 
(S, P and M) and whether the terms are distributed or undistributed (d and u) to help 
determine if Rule V is violated. If no fallacy is committed, then simply mark it valid: 
 



No saintsPD are villiansMD   Some vegetablesMU are not sweetPD 
Some robbersSU are not villiansMD  No vegetableMD is a fruitSD 

Therefore, some robbersSU are saintsPU Therefore, some fruitsSU are not sweetPD 
■ Rule I ■ Rule II   ■ Rule I ■ Rule II 
■ Rule III ■ Rule IV       ■ Rule V     ■ Rule III ■ Rule IV       ■ V 
 
All floodsMD are devastatingPU  All symphoniesMD are beautifulPU 
No droughtSD is a floodMD   No operaSD is a symphonyMD 
Therefore, no droughtSD is devastatingPD Therefore, no operaSD is beautifulPD 
■ Rule I ■ Rule II   ■ Rule I ■ Rule II 
■ Rule III ■ Rule IV       ■ Rule V     ■ Rule III ■ Rule IV       ■ V 
 
All ProtestantsPD believe the trinityMU No maplesPD are pinesMD 
All CatholicsSD believe the trinityMU  No oaksSD are pinesMD 
Therefore, some CatholicsSU are ProtestantsPU Therefore, no oaksSD are maplesPD 
■ Rule I ■ Rule II   ■ Rule I ■ Rule II 
■ Rule III ■ Rule IV       ■ Rule V     ■ Rule III ■ Rule IV       ■ V 
 
No GreeksPD are RomansMD   No manMD is as wise as SolomonPD 
Some soldiersSU are not RomansMD  EinsteinSD is a manMU 
Therefore, some soldiersSU are not GreeksPD  Therefore, EinsteinSD is not as wise as SolomonPD 
■ Rule I ■ Rule II   ■ Rule I ■ Rule II        Valid 
■ Rule III ■ Rule IV       ■ Rule V     ■ Rule III ■ Rule IV       ■ V 
 
No tornadoesMD are pleasantPD  Some merry menMU are not in Sherwood ForestPD 
Some violent stormsSU are tornadoesMU No sheriffSD is a merry manMD 
Therefore, no violent stormsSD are pleasantPD Therefore, no sheriffSD is in Sherwood ForestPD 
■ Rule I ■ Rule II   ■ Rule I ■ Rule II 
■ Rule III ■ Rule IV       ■ Rule V     ■ Rule III ■ Rule IV       ■ V 
 
_____ Exercises Part 3. Read the section titled, “Rule VI: If the Two Premises are 
Affirmative the Conclusion Must Also be Affirmative.” 

 
16. Explain Rule VI. 
 We cannot logically derive a negative conclusion from two affirmative premises. 
17. Syllogisms that violate Rule VI are said to commit what fallacy? 

  Fallacy of Drawing a Negative Conclusion from Affirmative Premises. 
 
18. Indicate which of the six rules is violated in the following syllogisms. Indicate minor, 
major, and middle terms (S, P, and M) and whether the terms are distributed or 



undistributed (d and u) to help determine which rules are violated. If no fallacy is 
committed, then simply mark it valid: 
 
All mermaidsMD can swimPU   All teethMD are whitePU 
Some nymphsSU are mermaidsMU  A molarSD is a toothMU 
Therefore, some nymphsSU are not swimmersPD Therefore, a molarSD is whitePU 
■ Rule I ■ Rule II   ■ Rule I ■ Rule II 
■ Rule III ■ Rule IV       ■ Rule V     ■ Rule III ■ Rule IV       ■ V 
■ Rule VI ■ Valid    ■ Rule VI ■ Valid             
 
Remember the relationship between groups and individuals. Teeth is distributed in the 
first premise. A molar is a particular tooth. It’s like men and Socrates. That’s why the 
second premise is an A claim. 
 
All revolutionsPD are bloodyMU  All jestersPD are clownsMU 
No electionSD is bloodyMD   All clownsMD are funnySU 
Therefore, no electionSD is a revolutionPD  Therefore, some funny peopleSU are not jestersPD 
■ Rule I ■ Rule II   ■ Rule I ■ Rule II 
■ Rule III ■ Rule IV       ■ Rule V     ■ Rule III ■ Rule IV       ■ V 
■ Rule VI ■ Valid               ■ Rule VI ■ Valid  
 
All archersPD are forestersMU   All military leadersPD are maleMU 
All forestersMD are merry menSU  Joan of ArcSD is not a maleMD 
Therefore, some merry menSU aren’t archersPD Therefore, Joan of ArcSD is not a military leaderPD 
■ Rule I ■ Rule II   ■ Rule I ■ Rule II 
■ Rule III ■ Rule IV       ■ Rule V     ■ Rule III ■ Rule IV       ■ V 
■ Rule VI ■ Valid    ■ Rule VI ■ Valid   
 
Remember that individuals are always taken universally. So, Joan of Arc is taken 
universally. Hence, the claim will be an E claim.  
 
No boysMD are rudePD    All RomansMD are bravePU 
No girlsSD are boysMD    Some GaulsSU are not RomansMD 
Therefore, no girlsSD are rudePD  Therefore, some GaulsSU are not bravePD 
■ Rule I ■ Rule II   ■ Rule I ■ Rule II 
■ Rule III ■ Rule IV       ■ Rule V     ■ Rule III ■ Rule IV       ■ V 
■ Rule VI ■ Valid    ■ Rule VI ■ Valid 

 
All queensMD are regalPU   All moonsMD are sphericalPU 
ElizabethSD is a queenMU   All moonsMD revolveSU 
Therefore, ElizabethSD is regalPU  Therefore, all things that revolveSD are sphericalPU 



■ Rule I ■ Rule II   ■ Rule I ■ Rule II 
■ Rule III ■ Rule IV       ■ Rule V     ■ Rule III ■ Rule IV       ■ V 
■ Rule VI ■ Valid    ■ Rule VI ■ Valid 
 
All oaksPD are treesMU    All beaglesPD are dogsMU 
All treesMD are aliveSU    All dogsMD are loyalSU 
Therefore, some living thingsSU are not oaksPD Therefore, some loyal thingsSU aren’t beaglesPD 
■ Rule I ■ Rule II   ■ Rule I ■ Rule II 
■ Rule III ■ Rule IV       ■ Rule V     ■ Rule III ■ Rule IV       ■ V 
■ Rule VI ■ Valid    ■ Rule VI ■ Valid 
 
At first this one looks like the fallacy of four terms. But on closer inspection, one realizes 
that “alive” and “living things” are two terms for the same thing.  
 
_____Exercises Part 4. Read “Rule VII: If Either Premise is Negative, the Conclusion 
Must be Negative.” 
 
19. Indicate which Rule is violated in the following syllogisms. Indicate minor, major, 
and middle terms (S, P, and M) and whether the terms are distributed or undistributed 
(d and u) to help determine which rules are violated. If no fallacy is committed, then 
simply mark it valid. 
 
Some fairiesPU are not leprechaunsMD All teethMD are whitePU 
All leprechaunsMD are green menSU  All teethMD are molarsSU 
Therefore, some green menSU are fairiesPU Therefore, some molarsSU are whitePU 
■ Rule I ■ Rule II   ■ Rule I ■ Rule II 
■ Rule III ■ Rule IV       ■ Rule V     ■ Rule III ■ Rule IV       ■ V 
■ Rule VI ■ Rule VII     ■ Valid  ■ Rule VI ■ Rule VII     ■ Valid 
 
No revolutionsPD are bloodyMD  No oaksMD are pinesPD 
All electionsSD are bloodyMU   Some treesSU are oaksMU 
Therefore, no electionSD is a revolutionPD Therefore, some treesSU are pinesPU 
■ Rule I ■ Rule II   ■ Rule I ■ Rule II 
■ Rule III ■ Rule IV       ■ Rule V     ■ Rule III ■ Rule IV       ■ V 
■ Rule VI ■ Rule VII     ■ Valid  ■ Rule VI ■ Rule VII     ■ Valid 
 
No noble thingPD is reveredMD   No hawksMD are warblersPD 
All heroesSD are reveredMU   Some birdsSU are hawksMU 
Therefore, no heroSD is a noble thingPD Therefore, some birdsSU are warblersPU 
■ Rule I ■ Rule II   ■ Rule I ■ Rule II 
■ Rule III ■ Rule IV       ■ Rule V     ■ Rule III ■ Rule IV       ■ V 



■ Rule VI ■ Rule VII     ■ Valid  ■ Rule VI ■ Rule VII     ■ Valid 
 
20. Tell whether the following are true or false. 
 
T F If there are more than three terms in a syllogism, then the syllogism 
  violates Rule III. 
T F If a syllogism has at least one affirmative premise, the conclusion must 
  be affirmative. 
T F The Fallacy of Illicit Minor occurs when the minor term is distributed in 
  the conclusion but not in the premises. 
T F The middle term must be distributed at least once. 
T F No conclusion can follow from two negative premises. 
T F The minor term must be universal in both the conclusion and the  
  premises. 
 


